NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORIC PROPERTY DOCUMENTATION
BOISVERT-LAMOUREUX HOUSE
NH STATE NO. 685
Location:

756 First Avenue, Berlin, Coos County, New Hampshire
USGS Berlin Quadrangle
UTM Coordinates: Z19 4926600 326200E

Present Owner:

State of New Hampshire

Present Occupant:

Vacant

Present Use:

Vacant

Construction/
Renovation Date:

c.1945; converted to two-family dwelling in c.1955 resulting in a number
of exterior alterations including the removal of the original façade entry,
the raising of the rear roof slope and the addition of an exterior staircase.

Significance:

This house contributes to the Berlin Heights Addition Historic District
under Criterion A. It was constructed at the end of World War II and is
one of the last houses to be built in the neighborhood. It is a rare example
of new construction in the Post War period in the Avenues neighborhood
on a previously undeveloped lot. In the mid 1950s it was converted to twofamily use, divided upstairs and down like larger, older homes in the area.
The first floor apartment is notable for its main entrance into the kitchen
and its adjacent-room plan where all other rooms radiate off from the
kitchen, indicative of a French-Canadian housing influence. Its history of
occupancy by families of French-Canadian descent reflects the pattern of
development of this urban mixed ethnic neighborhood.

Project Info.:

Project personnel included Lisa Mausolf, Historian, and Charley Freiberg,
Photographer. Existing Conditions Surveys, Inc. prepared the plans. This
documentation is mitigation for the relocation of NH Rt. 110 through the
Berlin Heights Neighborhood Addition Historic District. This document
draws extensively from earlier documentation prepared by Preservation
Company including The Avenues/Berlin Heights Addition Historic
District Area Form 2004 and the 2008 addendum. The large format
photographs were taken in October and December 2010 and the report was
finalized in August 2015. The building was demolished in Winter
2011/Spring 2012.
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Description:
The property at 756 First Avenue is located at the north end of First Avenue, bordered on the
west by First Avenue and on the east by the railroad tracks. The 0.15 acre parcel of land is
triangular in shape and contains a dwelling, with a detached shed and garage and a fenced garden
area to the north.
The house at 756 First Avenue was constructed as a 1 ½-story, side-gabled single-family
dwelling about 1945. As originally constructed, it had the appearance of a five-bay cape, with a
center entry and front porch supported by columns and another small porch on the south
elevation (Norton 2008; Sanborn 1950). About ten years after its initial construction, the house
was converted into a two-family dwelling. At that time the rear roof slope was raised to create a
full second story and the original facade entrance was removed. The primary entrance was
relocated to the south end with a staircase on the north end accessing the upstairs apartment. The
house is sheathed in a pre-fabricated hardboard known as “ColorLok” siding and is set on a
concrete foundation and the roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles with a brick chimney rising from
the center ridge. Windows contain a mix of 6/1 and 1/1 replacement sash and most are flanked
by wooden shutters.
As seen today, the west façade is punctuated by two windows, a modern, three-sided, bay
window to the north and a very small double-hung 6/1 window to the south. Above each of
these windows is a gable-roofed wall dormer with 6/1 window and pediment. Under each of the
double-hung windows on the façade is a pair of wooden brackets which at one time supported
window boxes; larger matching brackets support the bay window as well.
The south elevation is spanned by a single-story enclosed porch that provides access to the lower
unit. This takes the place of the original, smaller porch and was added c.1955. The storm door
on the west end of the porch is sheltered by an aluminum canopy and is fronted by wooden steps
with a metal railing. The south elevation of the porch consists of continuous (seven) 1/1
windows with another on the east end. The upper level of the south elevation is punctuated by
two 1/1 windows.
The rear (east) elevation of the house reveals two full stories, the result of the raising of the roof
c.1955. There are three windows on the first floor of the rear elevation, a single 6/1 window to
the south and a pair of 6/1 windows near the north edge. Upstairs there is a 1/1 window on each
end of the elevation with an offcenter, smaller 6/1 window.

Boisvert-Lamoureux House
756 First Avenue
NH State No. 685 (Page 3)
On the north elevation, an exterior set of wooden stairs extends to the second floor entrance
which is fronted by a small wooden landing and sheltered by a small roof on wooden posts. The
area underneath the stairs has been enclosed and to the east is a one-story, flat roofed addition
with a single 1/1 window on the north wall. Adjacent to the window is a gable-roofed projection
which encloses the stairs leading down to the basement.
The detached, hip-roofed garage to the north of the house was built a few years after the house
and is not depicted on the 1950 Sanborn map (Norton 2008). There is a wide, modern, roll-type
garage door on the west (front) elevation and this side of the building was resheathed in T1-11
vertical boards when the door was installed. The remaining elevations retain their original
novelty siding. A wooden six-panel door with the upper four lights glazed is located on the west
end of the south elevation. The other fenestration consists of a small two-light window on each
of the three lesser elevations. There is a small driveway between the house and garage and a
narrow paved area in front of the garage door.
To the north of the garage is a garden area, enclosed by a picket fence. The front of the house
has a small swath of lawn with a low, mortared stone wall along the north and south sides
adjacent to the walk leading to each entry. At the northeast corner of the house is a small
detached shed. The back yard is set above the level of the railroad right-of-way to the east. The
back yard, like most houses in the neighborhood, displays a number of rock outcroppings and
boulders.
When this house was originally built about 1945, the house stood directly on the property line of
the house to the south (752 First Avenue). The latter house was demolished about 1992 and at
that time the adjacent property owners sold a strip of land to the owners of 756 First Avenue.
This became a paved driveway and a narrow lawn area with a split rail fence erected to mark the
new property line.
Interior:
The building at 756 First Avenue was constructed c.1945 as a single-family dwelling. The 1 ½story structure originally had an entrance centered on the west façade. About 1955 the building
was converted to two-family use with a single-family apartment on the first floor and another on
the second floor, accessed by an exterior flight of stairs on the north end of the house. The 1945
floor plan is no longer discernible although it is likely that the stairs which originally led upstairs
were near the front entrance and adjacent to the brick chimney which survives today, exposed in
the kitchen.
Boisvert-Lamoureux House
756 First Avenue

NH State No. 685 (Page 4)
The first floor unit contains three bedrooms and one and a half bathrooms. The main entrance is
located off the south enclosed porch and contains a wooden door with gridded mullions and nine
panes of frosted glass including three long vertical pieces in the center and a border of three
smaller panes above and below. The entrance opens into a large kitchen which includes in part
the space originally corresponding to the entrance hall. The kitchen displays modern finishes
including ceramic tiles on the floor and a suspended ceiling tile system. There are simple wood
cabinets with metal drawer and door pulls along most of the west wall with Formica countertops
and backsplash. At the north end of the cabinets is a slightly larger cabinet with a hatch top and
double doors on the front. It conceals access to the spiral staircase leading down to the
basement. The walls of the kitchen are sheathed in wood paneling, applied in either half or full
height sheets. Near the center of the room is the exposed brick chimney; to the east is a built-in
cabinet intended for an ironing board.
The adjacent-room plan where all other rooms radiate from the kitchen reflects a FrenchCanadian influence.1 To the north of the kitchen is a living room with large bay window and a
faux stone north wall. The nook/bar behind the wall corresponds to the area underneath the
north exterior stairs added in 1955. The floor in this room is a wood laminate and the ceiling is
covered in fiberboard tiles. The east side of the first floor consists of three bedrooms; the
southern two are within the footprint of the original house. These two bedrooms display simple
wood moldings and wooden doors with two recessed panels. The northernmost bedroom is part
of the 1955 addition; the walls and built-in storage are all sheathed in wood paneling and the
floor is carpeted.
The second floor unit has one bedroom and one full bathroom in addition to a living room/dining
room and kitchen. Accessed by the northern exterior stairs, the door to the apartment is a
wooden unit with a segmental upper section divided into nine panes above six recessed panels
(three rectangular over three longer vertical panels). The northern part of the apartment consists
of a large living room with the eastern portion of the room beyond a wide archway serving as a
dining room. The walls of the living room are paneled and the dining room walls are
wallpapered; the floor is a modern laminate.
The second floor kitchen is a unique and well-preserved example of streamlined, “modern”
1950s design. The room incorporates three distinctive arches, surrounding the stove as well as
leading into the dining room and hallway. The walls and the ceiling are sheathed in panels of
easy-to-clean, hygienic white enamel accented by horizontal,

1

Preservation Company, Berlin – The City That Trees Built: Turning Land and Lumber Into Neighborhoods
(Kensington, NH, 2015), 60, 112. Note: This report refers to 756 First Avenue as the Simpson House.
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incised double red lines and polished aluminum trim. There are simple metal cabinets and the
counters are red Formica with polished aluminum trim. At the ends of the cabinet
next to the dining room are three upper curved corner shelves and three lower curved corner
shelves, also of formica. The kitchen sink has an integral side drainboard. The adjacent
bathroom also has enamel wall coverings and retains a low back lavatory pedestal with side
towel bars and straight legs. Above the sink the period medicine cabinet has an arched mirror
with etched design and is lit by a fluorescent bulb on each side. The bedroom retains simple
wooden trim and two-panel doors. The floor is a modern laminate and the ceiling is covered in
fiberboard tiles.
The partially-finished basement has a concrete floor and concrete walls which have been painted
and some ceiling tiles on the ceiling.
The interior of the detached garage has a concrete floor and the walls are covered with sheets of
plywood. There are a series of shelves mounted on the north wall.
History:
The land on which this house stands was part of the Berlin Heights Addition subdivision of 1892
but remained unbuilt upon for over fifty years. Located at the end of First Avenue and adjacent
to the railroad tracks, it is one of the last homes built in the area. John Charlton purchased the
land in 1897 and later willed it to Charlotte Strafford who sold it to the City of Berlin in 1938 for
$200 (Coos County Registry of Deeds Book 299, Page 251).
Leo Boisvert (b. 1916) acquired the land from the City of Berlin in December 1945 for $200 and
built a single-family dwelling (Book 342, Page 44). Records show he had enlisted in the U.S.
Army on March 30, 1945; his service was shortened soon after by the end of World War II
(WWII Draft Card, Ancestry.com). Boisvert was the husband of the former Irene Parent whose
parents, Rosaire and Victoria, lived in the house that used to stand south of this one (what was
752 First Avenue). The two houses shared a common driveway and Boisvert used part of the
garage behind the Parent House. Leo and Irene Boisvert and their two children lived in the new
house for only a few years (Norton 2008). In 1948 Leo Boisvert sold the house at 756 First
Avenue to Bernard and Albertina Simpson (Book 364, Page 4) and moved into the Parent House
next door at 752 First Avenue (Norton 2008).
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Bernard Joshua (B.J.) Simpson (born c. 1877) worked as a carpenter at a paper mill. He and his
wife Tina were both from Nova Scotia. They had two children, Helen and Robert, who were
born in Maine where they lived before coming to Berlin in the 1910s (Census 1920). Before
moving to First Avenue, the family had lived on Church Street and then Mason Street (WWI and
WWII Draft Cards, Ancestry.com). The Simpsons
owned the house at 756 First Avenue a relatively short time (Directory 1950) before moving
elsewhere.
In October 1951, the property was sold by the Simpsons to Mrs. Florence Lamoureux and L.
Raymond Blais (Book 387, Page 132). At the time, Mrs. Lamoureux (1906-2006) was working
as a research worker for the Brown Company (Directory 1950, 1953, 1956). In 1952 Blais
married Mrs. Lamoureux’s daughter, Lorraine. The August 1952 issue of the Brown Bulletin
noted that the couple had just returned from a honeymoon spent touring New York State. It was
during this period that the single-family house was renovated into two units. In 1956 the local
directory indicates that the house at 756 First Avenue included the residence of L. Raymond
Blais and his wife Lorraine, the residence of Mrs. Florence Lamoureux, and also Ray’s Kiddie
Shop. In addition to being the proprietor of the Kiddie Shop, Blais also worked as a salesman for
Blais & Aubin wholesalers at 16-20 Mechanic Street (later Joseph G. Blais & Co.) Lorraine
Blais was employed as a clerk at Brown Company.
In 1961 the house was occupied by Raymond Blais and Archie Landry (Directory 1961). In
1964 Raymond Blais sold his interest in the property to Mrs. Lamoureux who had since
remarried and was now Florence Lamoureux LePage (Book 484, Page 261).
In 1967 Mrs. LePage sold the property to Paul and Irene Pelchat (Book 507, Page 167). The
Pelchats occupied one of the units; the other was rented at one time to Ann Morrison and later to
Roberta Conway (Directory 1969, 1974). In 1992, the north part of lot (2,084 SF) where 752
First Avenue once stood was sold by Leon and Theresa Parent to the Pelchats (Book 797, Page
678; 1992 Plan #0588B). The house at 756 First Avenue was sold by Paul and Irene Pelchat to
the State of New Hampshire in September 2010.
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Photographer:
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NH State No. 685-1

View looking east showing west (façade) elevation. [October
2010]

NH State No. 685-2

View looking southeast showing north and west (façade)
elevations. [October 2010]

NH State No. 685-3

View looking northwest showing south and east (rear) elevations
with shed visible at right. [October 2010]

NH State No. 685-4

View looking northwest showing west and south elevations of
detached garage. [October 2010]

NH State No. 685-5

View looking northwest at south and east (rear) elevations of
garage. [October 2010]

NH State No. 685-6

Looking northeast up sidewalk in front of house toward garage
with stone retaining wall at right. [December 2010]

NH State No. 685-7

View looking south down First Avenue toward 756 First Avenue
(garden, garage and house). [December 2010]

NH State No. 685-8

View looking south toward shed in backyard with railroad tracks
visible at left. [December 2010]

NH State No. 685-9

View of interior of porch looking east. [December 2010]

NH State No. 685-10

Interior, first floor kitchen, looking northwest. [October 2010]

NH State No. 685-11

Interior, first floor kitchen, looking south at entrance off porch.
[October 2010]
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Detail, first floor kitchen, looking west at hidden entrance to
basement stairs. [October 2010]

NH State No. 685-13

Interior, second floor, looking east at arch separating living room
and dining room. [October 2010]

NH State No. 685-14

Second floor kitchen looking south toward bathroom. [October
2010]

NH State No. 685-15

Second floor kitchen, looking north toward dining room. [October
2010]

NH State No. 685-16

Second floor bedroom, looking south. [October 2010]

NH State No. 685-17

Interior of garage, looking north. [December 2010]
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Photo Key – Exterior Photos
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Photo Key – First Floor Photos
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Photo Key – Second Floor Photos
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Photo Key – Garage Photo

