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JOSEPH DUBE HOUSE
NH STATE NO. 682
Location:

726 First Avenue, Berlin, Coos County, New Hampshire
USGS Berlin Quadrangle
UTM Coordinates: Z19 4926255N 326080N

Present Owner:

State of New Hampshire

Present Occupant:

Vacant

Present Use:

Vacant

Construction/
Renovation Date:

c.1899; converted to two-family dwelling c.1910 and also
contained a commercial use in the 1920s and 1930s. Returned to
single-family use in the 1940s.

Significance:

This house contributes to the Berlin Heights Addition Historic
District under Criterion A. It is of note as one of the small singlefamily homes in the neighborhood but even this small house
contained a rental unit and commercial space in the early 20th
century when Berlin was at the peak of its growth. As was typical
of the area, many of the house’s early owners were French
Canadian. Under Criterion C, it is also an example of a cross-wing
house, a form adopted by builders consisting of gable-front and
side-gable masses set at right angles to each other. The foundation
of random-sized, rock-faced granite blocks set in heavy mortar
with raised grapevine joints to simulate a more formal pattern
reflects a prevalent local building tradition and is a characterdefining feature.

Project Info.:

Project personnel included Lisa Mausolf, Historian, and Charley
Freiberg, Photographer. Existing Conditions Surveys, Inc.
prepared the plans. This documentation is mitigation for the
relocation of NH Route 110 through the Berlin Heights
Neighborhood Addition Historic District. This document draws
extensively from earlier documentation prepared by Preservation
Company including The Avenues/Berlin Heights Addition Historic
District Area Form 2004 and the 2008 addendum. The large
format photographs were taken in October and December 2010 and
the report was finalized in August 2015. The building was
demolished in Winter 2011/Spring 2012.
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Description:
Located at the northeast corner of First Avenue and Roderick Street, 726 First Avenue is
a 1 ½-story, kneewall house displaying a cross-wing plan. The main block faces First
Avenue with a 1 ½-story wing set at right angles to the north and an attached, single-story
barn/garage extending to the east from the rear of the wing. The existence of a
continuous stone foundation under the entire house confirms that the cross-wing plan is
original. The cross-wing plan bears a close relationship to published house types of the
mid 19th century and consists of gable-front and side-gable masses set at right angles to
each to create a picturesque structure which maintains some balance and symmetry
(Driemeyer 2011). The house was originally constructed as a single-family dwelling but
was used as a two-family beginning c.1910. It served a combined residential/commercial
use in the 1920s and 1930s before returning to single-family use in the mid 1940s.
The house is sheathed in asbestos shingles and is set on a foundation of rock-faced
granite laid in a distinctive local fashion in which the random-sized blocks are set in
heavy mortar with raised grapevine joints to simulate a more formal ashlar pattern. The
thin raised mortar joints are highlighted by black paint although much of this has worn
away. The dwelling is capped by an asphalt-shingled roof with cornice returns on the
gable ends. A brick stove chimney with corbel cap rises from the ridge.
The west elevation facing First Avenue is the primary facade. A single-story inset porch
spans the south half of the façade, engaging the 1 ½-story wing/cross gable at its north
end. The porch is supported by two round columns set on a low half wall that is sheathed
in asbestos shingles. The airspace below the porch is enclosed with simple stickwork and
a staircase of five steps descends from the south end of the porch with a modern railing
that terminates with a knobbed and turned newel post. The section of the west wall of the
house which is sheltered by the porch has been sheathed in T1-11 siding. There are two
entrances under the overhang of the porch – one on the west wall of the main block and
the other on the south wall of the adjacent wing/cross gable. The location of the original
front entrance is not clear; a second entry was added c. 1910 after the building was
converted to a two-family dwelling. Today, both entries contain modern wood panel
door with 3 x 3-glass panes in the upper half and are fitted with exterior metal storm
doors. The entry on the west wall is flanked by two unevenly-spaced windows with 1/1
replacement sash, the predominant window type on the building. Above the porch is a
central gable wall dormer containing a single window. The west elevation of the cross
gable to the north is a single bay wide with a pair of windows on the first floor and a
single window above. With the exception of the windows under the porch, most of the
windows are flanked by undersized modern vinyl shutters.
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The south gable end facing Roderick Street is a single bay wide. On the first floor there
is an off-center tripartite casement window with 2 x 4-light panels. The upper level of
the south elevation has a single 1/1 window in the gable between the gable eave returns.
The east (rear) wall of the main house block has a single 1/1 window and a smaller fixed
square window to the north.
The north elevation of the cross wing has a single window opening with a narrow
window on the west wall of the north projection. The east wall of wing has a single
window on the second floor.
Extending to the east of the rear of the cross gable/wing is a single-story wing which
faces Roderick Street. Most of this section is original to the building and rests on a stone
foundation that is simpler than that on the main house. According to Sanborn insurance
maps the porch and the section in front of the garage were added between 1928 and 1950.
The back porch closely resembles the front porch with smooth columns resting on a half
wall. As is seen in the front, the walls underneath the porch overhang are now clad in a
vertical T1-11 board. A doorway on the rear elevation of the main house opens onto the
porch. Like the two front doors it is a modern wooden unit with 3 x 3-lights in its upper
half. It is fitted with a multi-light wooden storm door. The south wall of the wing, under
the porch and facing Roderick Street, has a c.1960 door flanked by a 1/1 window and a
fixed 3 x 2-light window.
The east end of the shed terminates with a gablefront section that was converted to a
garage before 1950. It has seen the addition of a cupola on the ridge. The overhead door
on the front extension is also of recent date. There are no window openings on the east or
north elevations.
The house has a very small area of flat lawn between it and the First Avenue sidewalk.
There is a large hydrangea bush on the north side of the house and two large evergreen
shrubs between the south end of the house and the Roderick Street sidewalk. The paved
driveway is accessed off Roderick and fronts the rear wing. The entire parcel contains
0.06 acre.
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Interior:
The building at 726 First Avenue was constructed c.1899 as a single-family dwelling.
The 1 ½-story structure probably originally had its entrance centered on the west façade.
About 1910 the building was converted to two-family use and later a commercial
component was added. The original floor plan is no longer discernible. It is likely that
the stairs were originally open and accessed near the front entrance. The cross-wing
house form typically featured an interior arrangement of the parlor in the wing rather than
the main block.
The first floor of the house now contains a kitchen, living room, dining room (more
recently used as a bedroom) and a bathroom. What was probably originally the main
entrance, on the west wall of the porch, now opens into a large kitchen with eating nook
at its south end. Part of this space was probably originally an entrance hall with access to
the staircase; a dividing wall was later added so that the staircase is no longer accessible
from this side of the house. The kitchen displays modern finishes including wood
paneling, pine cabinets, formica counters and carpet on the floors. A storage cabinet on
the north wall of the eat-in area conceals the location of the chimney.
To the north of the kitchen is a living room which can be accessed from the second front
entrance or the east end of the kitchen. When the house served as a two-family or
commercial use, the staircase leading upstairs was enclosed by partitions with a door at
the bottom. The living room is entirely paneled and there is carpeting on the floor.
Fiberboard tiles cover the ceiling. At the east end of the living room, a wide opening
leads to what was at one time a dining room but has been used as a bedroom in recent
years. The walls of the dining room are plaster and there is a simple ceiling molding,
baseboard and window surrounds.
The walls of the stairwell leading upstairs are sheathed in faux wood paneling. On the
second floor, there is one bedroom to the north of the stairwell and two to the south.
There is no hallway accessing the two southern bedrooms but it is necessary to pass
through one to get to the other. The upstairs is the most intact part of the house and
retains plaster walls, original baseboards and moldings and four-panel doors. The floors
are covered with wall-to-wall carpeting.
Accessed by stairs in the kitchen, the basement has stone walls and is unfinished, with
wood board paths laid out across the dirt/granite floor. The former outside basement entry
has a bulkhead on the east wall that is closed off inside. In at one least instance a tree
serves as supplemental support. There is also evidence of an additional brick chimney
base.
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The single-story wing to the east of the main house consists of a cold storage area closest
to the house and a garage on the east end. Inside the storage area, the west wall is
sheathed in horizontal boards. The room is open to the rafters with a loft area for storage.
The east wall of the storage room consists of what was originally a clapboarded exterior
wall of the present garage. The interior of the garage has a poured concrete floor and low
concrete walls which serve as a base for wood studs and horizontal board interior
sheathing. The original wood-shingled hip roof is now located under the present, higher
(later) gable roof.
History:
This structure was constructed as a single-family dwelling before 1900 and was owned
for many years by the Dube family (Census 1900, Sanborn 1901). The land encompasses
the southwesterly half of Lot 4 of the Berlin Heights Addition, laid out in 1892. Deeds
indicate that the lot was purchased by Odilard Bouchard in May 1899 (Coos County
Registry of Deeds Book 99, Page 315). Bouchard was a 25 year old French Canadian
carpenter who lived on Green Street. Anais (Alice) Dube, wife of Joseph, entered into a
contract for payment of this house with Bouchard. In 1899 the Dube family moved in; in
1907 they fulfilled the contract with Bouchard and formally acquired the house.
Joseph Dube (b. 1847) was a French Canadian who came to the U.S. with his wife in
1874. The couple had seven sons born between 1877 and 1892. He worked as a beater
for International Paper. All of the Dube boys went to work by the age of fourteen. The
older ones worked in the paper mills, the younger ones worked a few years in the shoe
factory and later the paper mills. In 1910 six children between the ages of seventeen and
thirty-two were still living at home (Directory 1905, 1909, Census 1900, 1910). Another
son, Charles Dube, built the house across the street at 715-717 First Avenue.
The house at 726 First Avenue remained in single-family use until the 1910s when a
second unit was created. In 1920 the apartment was rented by Rosaire Vaillancourt.
Polycharp Dube was living here in 1923. In 1925 the house was sold by Joseph Dube to
Alphonse Bernier. Bernier lived in part of the house and kept a grocery store here also.
He sold the property to Alice Paquette in 1932. Mrs. Paquette, wife of Emery who was a
barber, kept a grocery here as well as the Vogue Beauty Shoppe.
In 1946 Alice and Emery Paquette moved to Lewiston, Maine and sold the house to
Wilfred and Florence Farrington. At this time the house returned to single-family use. In
1950 Mr. Farrington was the proprietor of Wilfred’s Market at 681 First Avenue. He also
had been employed as a millwright foreman at the Cascade Mill for Brown Company.
Wilfred Farrington died in Berlin in 1977 at the age of 60. He had lived in Berlin all his
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life and was a member of St. Kieran’s Church and the Fraternal Order of Eagles (Berlin
Reporter, Aug. 31, 1977, p. 8).
After Wilfred’s death, his widow Florence continued to live here until October 2010
when the house was sold to the State of New Hampshire (Book 1312, Page 0712).
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NH State No. 682-1

View looking northeast showing west (façade) and south
elevations. [October 2010]

NH State No. 682-2

View looking north showing south and east elevations.
[October 2010]

NH State No. 682-3

View looking southeast showing north and west (facade)
elevations. [December 2010]

NH State No. 682-4

View looking southwest showing north and east elevations.
[October 2010]

NH State No. 682-5

View looking south showing detail of foundation. [October
2010]
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Looking northeast at south elevation of ell and garage.
[December 2010]

NH State No. 682-7

Interior, first floor, looking southwest at front door with
stairs to upstairs at left [December 2010]
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Interior, first floor, looking southeast from living room to
dining room with opening to kitchen visible at right.
[December 2010]
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Interior, first floor, looking northwest, from dining room
toward living room. [December 2010]
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Interior, first floor, looking east toward kitchen. [December
2010]
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Interior, looking southeast up stairs from first floor to
second. [December 2010]
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Detail, second floor, looking northwest at typical fourpanel door. [December 2010]
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Interior, second floor, looking southwest. [December
2010]
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View of basement. [December 2010]
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Interior, shed, looking northeast. [December 2010]
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Interior, shed, looking southeast at detail of roof framing.
[December 2010]
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Interior, shed, looking south. [December 2010]
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Interior of garage, looking northeast. [December 2010]
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Photo Key – Exterior Photos
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Photo Key – First Floor Photos
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Photo Key – Second Floor Photos
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Photo Log – Basement Photo

