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Location:

38 Wight Street, Berlin, Coos County, New Hampshire
USGS Berlin Quadrangle
UTM Coordinates: Z19 4926687N 325988E

Present Owner:

State of New Hampshire

Present Occupant:

Vacant

Present Use:

Vacant

Construction/
Renovation Date:

1929

Significance:

This house contributes to the Berlin Heights Addition Historic District
under Criterion A. It was owned by the same French Canadian family
from 1929 to 2004. The construction of the dwelling a few years after
their arrival in this country and the occupancy of the second unit by family
members and/or other French Canadian tenants illustrates a common
pattern of development and occupancy in this urban mixed ethnic
neighborhood.

Project Info.:

Project personnel included Lisa Mausolf, Historian, and Charley Freiberg,
Photographer. Existing Conditions Surveys, Inc. prepared the plans. This
documentation is mitigation for the relocation of NH Route 110 through
the Berlin Heights Neighborhood Addition Historic District. This
document draws extensively from earlier documentation prepared by
Preservation Company including The Avenues/Berlin Heights Addition
Historic District Area Form 2004 and the 2008 addendum. The large
format photographs were taken in November 2010 and July 2011 and the
report was finalized in August 2015. The building was demolished in Fall
2012.
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Description:
The Guitard Two-Family House at 38 Wight Street is a late example of a multi-family variant of
the American Foursquare. The 2 ½-story, hip-roofed, two-family constructed in the early
decades of the twentieth century is fairly prevalent in Berlin. In the multi-family American
Foursquare, the building is constructed with a basic four-square core but is adapted to two-family
living with a more elongated core, different entrance configurations, and large porches. In this
case a two-story, shed-roofed front porch, original but later enclosed with continuous 1/1 metal
windows, spans most of the façade. A two-story, glass-enclosed porch with staircase was added
on the south elevation sometime after 1950, just to the west of a smaller original projection.
Projecting from the rear elevation is a single-story, two-car garage addition which was also
constructed after 1950.
The two-family dwelling rests on a rough-cut local stone foundation which is laid using a
locally-popular technique with a thick mortar on the face of the stones and a projecting grapevine
joint that is intended to simulate a formal ashlar pattern. Vinyl siding now covers most of the
building exterior although there are sections of original wood clapboards sheltered by the front
porch and on the rear wall, left exposed inside the garage. Any original decorative detailing
including entablature lintels has been removed for the application of the vinyl siding. The roof is
sheathed with asphalt shingles and is punctuated by a hip-roofed dormer centered on the front
roof slope with a brick chimney rising from the ridgeline. Fenestration is regular and the
window openings on the three lesser elevations all contain 1/1 replacement sash. However, on
both levels of the façade, on either side of the off-center front doors, are original wooden picture
windows consisting of a large single pane with four-light transom and capped by an entablature
lintel. The picture windows are fitted with exterior wooden storm sash in a 2 x 2-light
configuration. The front doors are also original and consist of wooden units with a large central
pane of glass surrounded by a gridded mullion filled with smaller panes.
The rear garage addition is clad in its original wooden novelty siding. There are two pairs of
plywood double doors on the south wall of the shed-roofed building. Two small window
openings on the north elevation have been covered with boards.
The house is located on a rectangular lot measuring 0.12 acre, just north of the intersection of
Wight Street and Third Avenue. The property is bounded by railroad tracks on the east. The
house is set close to the front property line with only a small front lawn. The lot slopes down
from front to rear and a large stone ledge is located just north of the building. An asphalt-paved
parking area is located on the south side of the building; an asphalt driveway on the north side of
the building leads to the rear of the property.
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Interior Description:
The building at 38 Wight Street was constructed as a two-family dwelling with a single-family
apartment downstairs and a single-family apartment upstairs. The floor plans are virtually
identical with the exception that the second floor unit has a storage area and pantry in the rear,
southeast corner while in the first floor apartment the two spaces were later combined into a
single room with a wide uncased archway entrance from the kitchen. In both apartments the
front door opens into a reception hall with either French doors (in the second floor) or a later,
wide uncased archway (in the first floor) leading into the parlor at the northwest corner of the
house. A single glazed door in the east wall of the entrance hall leads into the kitchen which
also has a rear entrance with glass-and-panel door off the back porch on its south wall. To the
north of the kitchen is a small room with a built-in wooden cupboard with drawers adjacent to
the chimney and a closet on the east wall. An additional bedroom is located to the east and there
is a small bathroom to the south.
Of the two spaces, the second floor unit in general retains more original finishes. (The first floor
unit has also experienced some water damage.) Some of the plaster walls have been covered
with artificial wood paneling although most of the simple, modern wood trim survives including
baseboards and window and door surrounds with simple caps. Most of the woodwork is
varnished. The surrounds in the kitchen are a lighter (gumwood) color while those in the
bedrooms are a more golden tone. With the exception of the French doors off the front hall, all
of the wooden interior doors have two recessed panels. The cupboards in the back pantry on the
second floor have been painted and have segmental metal drawer pulls and doors with spring
catches with thumb pieces. Wood floors predominate with vinyl/linoleum in the kitchen and
pantry and tile in the bathrooms. Beadboard is present in the front porch and the rear storage
room on the second floor as well as the attic hatch in the pantry. Kitchen cabinets in both
apartments are modern. The south porch is of recent construction and has vertical wood
paneling, plywood floors and simple board railings.
As is the case with most houses in the neighborhood, the house is built on ledge giving the
basement limited headroom and an uneven floor surface which has subsequently been covered
with concrete. The stone walls are reinforced with concrete.
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History:
This two-family dwelling was constructed in 1929 on what was lot E50-10 and part of lot E50-11
of the Berlin Heights Addition. The land was sold by Alberta W. Wight, widow of Joseph
Howard Wight, on May 25, 1928 to Bertha Guitard, wife of Alphonse (Coos County Registry of
Deeds Book 245, Page 286). J. Howard Wight (1866-1919) was a lawyer who at one time was
President of the Berlin Savings Bank, Vice President of the Berlin Building and Loan
Association, a Selectman, City Council Member, Police Commissioner and justice of the
Municipal Court. Wight had purchased this and other land from the Berlin Heights Addition in
1893. The Wights lived at 90 Wight Street.
According to the 1930 Annual Report of the City of Berlin, Alphonse Guitard was issued a
building permit for a wooden building on Wight Street in 1929. By the time of the 1930 Census,
the new house at 38 Wight Street (valued at $7,000) was in place and was owned by Alphonse
Guitard. Guitard (1901-1949) was born in Canada, the son of Edouard and Philomene (Boulay)
Guitard.1 He came to the U.S. in 1922 and married Bertha Lessard of Berlin October 12, 1925.
Their daughter Lorraine was born in 1927 and at that time they lived nearby in one of the Boulay
Blocks (Directory 1927). Alphonse Guitard worked as a laborer for the Brown Company. In
1930, one of the two units was occupied by Alphonse, Bertha and Lorraine Guitard. Alphonse’s
mother, Philomene Guitard, a widow, was living in the other apartment along with three of his
brothers and a sister. They paid a monthly rent of $35. Two of the brothers, Napoleon (19031959) and Alvin (1906-1960), worked at the paper mill, another brother, Stefan (b.1909) worked
in a drug store and their sister Bella (b.1900) was a clerk in a candy store (Census 1930;
ancestry.com). Philomene Guitard was still occupying the second unit as late as 1936 (1936
directory).
In 1939 the tenant in the second unit was Alfred Guay, a carpenter. Alfred Leroux was living
there in 1941 and Arthur Michaud was the occupant in 1950. Alphonse Guitard died in 1949 at
the age of forty-eight. His widow, Bertha Guitard (1905-2004), continued to own and occupy
the house after his death. She worked at the Tourist Village Motel in Gorham. In the 1960s
daughter Helen and her husband John Nadeau who worked in the Waubek Mills lived here with
her mother. The tenant during this period was Arthur Bergeron (Directory 1961, 1969). In the
1970s the Nadeaus lived upstairs and Mrs. Guitard lived downstairs (Directory 1974). The
Nadeaus later moved to Florida and Mrs. Guitard wintered there. Shortly before her death in
2004 Mrs. Guitard conveyed the Berlin house to her granddaughters, Cheryl Dobson and Cindy
Speck (Book 1097, Page 891) who sold it in 2004 to Albert and Sherri Perry. The property was
later foreclosed upon in 2010 and was acquired by the State of New Hampshire in 2011.

1

There does not appear to be a direct connection between Philomene (Boulay) Guitard and Etienne (Stephen)
Boulay (1859-1950), a local roofer and builder who built two three-story, three-family dwellings at 844 and 848
Third Avenue in the 1920s. Alphonse Guitard was however living in one of the Boulay blocks before building 38
Wight Street.
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Sanborn Map, June 1950
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Existing First Floor Plan
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Existing Second Floor Plan
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Existing Basement Floor Plan
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View looking N-NE at west (façade) and south elevations.
[November 2010]

NH State No. 677-2

View looking southeast showing north and west (façade)
elevations. [November 2010]
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View looking northwest showing south and east elevations.
[November 2010]
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View looking north at south elevation of attached garage.
[November 2010]
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View looking southeast at west (façade) elevation of first floor
front porch. [July 2011]
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Detail of original front window, front porch, looking east.
[July 2011]
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Interior view, first floor, looking northwest with front door at left.
[July 2011]
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Interior view, second floor, looking northwest toward front door
with French doors at right. [July 2011]
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Interior view, second floor bedroom, looking northwest showing
original two-panel door. [July 2011]
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Interior view, second floor, looking ENE showing kitchen and
various rooms opening onto central kitchen. [July 2011]
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Interior view, second floor, looking ENE showing original built-in
cupboards in back pantry. [July 2011]
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Interior view, second floor, looking south at original built-in
cupboard in bedroom. [July 2011]

NH State No. 677-13

Interior view, second floor, looking northeast at storage area. [July
2011]
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Interior view, rear attached garage, looking north showing
foundation and original clapboarding at left, originally exposed.
[July 2011]
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Photo Key – Exterior Photos
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Photo Key – First Floor Photos
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Photo Key – Second Floor Photos
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Photo Key – Basement Photo
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